
 
Philippians 2:12-16 
 

BIG IDEA    
We are reconciled to God and now have the honor of living out His reconciliation to 
everyone regardless of race.  
 

ICE BREAKER  

We are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling. This means that our salvation is 
for a reason, so, we are to figure out how God wants to use us, together as a church, to 
do His work. 
Share together as a group some ways that God has used your lives to spread His fame. It 
is important to celebrate with gratitude what God is doing among us.  
 

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. God tells us to do all things without grumbling or disputing. Think about the 
immense difficulties facing teachers, students and families regarding school.  The 
temptation is to grumble.  We, the church cannot help the unbeliever see Christ if 
we grumble and complain. Take some time confessing with one another our sin of 
grumbling and complaining. Group leaders consider taking some time in prayer as 
a group to confess our sin together. 

2. Share with one another what helps you move away from grumbling and 
complaining. 

3. In the interview with pastor Alton Hardy he referred to Ephesians 3 and stated that 
the manifold glory of God is to be made known. The church displays to the world 
that God is magnificent and that God is “THE ONE who unifies”. God reconciles us 
first to Himself and second to one another. So, we can show the powers of 



darkness that Christ is King by being unified and this includes unity regarding 
race. 

4. In regard to racism, what would a church like ours need to know that we don’t 
know and what does it look like to move forward? Answer: we are not to let 
ethnicity overshadow the kingdom of God. Two specific parts to this are:  1. As a 
suburban church, we must hold on to the gospel. As we hold on to the gospel, we 
have the power of reconciliation for all people. So, we are to hold on to gospel 
rather than focusing on the question, “ Am I doing it right racially?”  2. We are to 
think about the suburban church and the inner city church. There has been a 
divide--a separation between word and deed. The inner city church helps the 
poor(deed) but can fail to deeply embrace the gospel(word).  The suburban church 
can deeply embrace the gospel and fail to help the poor. The gospel is to be both 
word and deed. So, we must find our way to work with the inner city and tutor or 
help with housing etc., and we are to be a deep gospel church. Brainstorm 
together as a group how you can reach out as a group to minister to the inner city 
or the poor. Our church can put you in contact with Slyvia Veal or Carol Gates to 
work alongside a non profit that would love your help.  

 

NOTES AND QUOTES 

In Phil 2:15 Paul writes, “...that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God ...in 
the midst of a crooked and twisted generation.”  We must see the crookedness and the 
twistedness within us first before we can shine as light.  
 
We can show to the powers of darkness that Christ is King by being unified. 
 
God gave the church the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
God loved and forgave me so I could forgive. I am a “grace man”. I met the “grace King.” 
 
A bitter person is a person who refuses to be reconciled. This is what the greek for 
bitterness means. 
 
I get to live this reconciliation out!  
How can a christian be filled with love and hate?! 
 
 


