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DOCUMENT PURPOSE 

The purpose of this FAQ is to answer questions about our proposed name Magnify Church. We 
know that every name has strengths and weaknesses and in this document we hope to speak to 
those for our proposed name.  
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What do the words magnify and church mean? 

Magnify: To extol, laud, to cause to be held in greater esteem or respect, to increase in 
significance, to enlarge in fact or in appearance. - Merriam-Webster 

Church: A building for public and especially Christian worship, the clergy or officialdom 
of a religious body, a body or organization of religious believers, a public divine worship. 
- Merriam-Webster 

The word magnify is a transitive verb. (A transitive verb is a verb that requires a direct object, which is a 
noun, pronoun, or noun phrase that follows the verb and completes the sentence's meaning by indicating the 
person or thing that receives the action of the verb.) The word following magnify is church, which makes 
it appear that we want to magnify our church and not God. We know this is not our intention, 
so how do we reconcile this?  

We believe we can use the word “magnify” with an assumed object, that being God. 
And we believe that the assumption can actually be intriguing to people who are not 
familiar with Jesus. It may subtly prompt the question, “Magnify what?” This curiosity is 
to our advantage and can be explained as part of our strategy. 

The intent of this proposed name is not to say everything about who we are. We do not 
intend for the name to be a complete sentence, but rather like a start to our story. This 
is similar to how it was in the book of Acts where the church was first known as “the 
Way". We don’t know how all people understood what “the Way” was, but we do know 
that to know more one would have had to interact with the people of “the Way” to find 
out. It was encountering the people of “the Way” that caused people to understand 
who “the Way” was and that they were composed of followers of Jesus.  

If we look at the world of branding, having a brand become a verb is desirable.  

Examples include … 
- You don’t just search the internet, you Google it. 
- You Fedex your packages, instead of shipping them. 
- You Xerox your notes, versus making photocopies. 

What is the common element among all these brands? It’s their purpose. Purpose-based 
brands are the most likely brand names to become verbs. They are brands designed to 
fulfill a job, and as a result of doing that job really well people talk about them so much 
they became ubiquitous with their purpose. 

In short, how fortunate are we that magnify is already a verb? Really fortunate. Now our 
only job is to make as many positive associations as possible between our work and our 
name so that we magnify God well. What a great purpose! 
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Do we believe people will be confused by the grammatical structure of the name?  

We acknowledge that every name has strengths and weaknesses and that for some 
people the grammatical structure of this name could cause confusion. We also believe 
that the connotative meanings, spiritual connotations and story opportunities outweigh 
the weaknesses. The connotative meanings for this name are: Amplify, Intensify and 
Dignify. The spiritual connotations for this name are: Exalt, Glorify, Multiply. The story 
opportunities for this name are: to Magnify Jesus, Magnify His Kingdom, Magnify His 
Glory, etc.  

What were the results from the survey about Magnify Church and how did those results speak 
to how people outside of our church would receive Magnify Church? 

A survey was sent out to people who do not go to our church. Those who participated 
in this survey were of varied demographics and beliefs.  

The survey asked participants to answer questions about the top fifteen names upon 
which our new name team had decided. The questions they were asked were regarding 
meaningfulness, memorableness, readability and uniqueness of each name. The survey 
also asked participants to pick their top two favorite names.  

The results of this survey showed Magnify Church as the top pick for “meaningful”, the 
fourth pick for “memorable”, the fourth pick for “readable”, and the second pick for 
“unique”. Magnify Church also received the most votes as the participants favorite 
name. 

Magnify Church appears to accommodate our culture’s current self-focus “look at me” attitude, 
how do we respond to this? 

One of the pitfalls of the word “magnify” that our consultant spoke to was that this 
name could be interpreted as “boastful”. We will keep this possible perception in mind 
as we create a tag line for our church to those who only know us by name or website. 
The current tagline that has been in our bulletin is “We are a gathering of imperfect 
people whose hope is in Jesus.” We also believe that the culture of our church is 
composed of people who are striving to love God and to love others. We do not want 
to draw attention to any one person in our church, we want everyone we know to be 
drawn to Jesus.  

Magnify Church doesn’t identify who we worship, how do we address this?  

We believe that the word church in our name differentiates us from most non-Christian 
religions. Our website, our ministries and our culture will continue to reflect our mission, 
vision and values. We will also have a webpage that reflects our history as a church 
which will highlight our Baptist heritage. 

Will the name Magnify be added to all of our ministries and how will our campuses be known?  

The names of each of our ministries will go by the names that they currently have (ie. 
Students, Small Groups, Worship Arts, 1829, etc). The only ministry whose name is yet to 
be determined is B.kids.  

| A.

| Q.

| A.

| Q.

| A.

| A.

| Q.

| A.

| Q.

| Q.



If we vote to have Magnify Church as our new name in our communities, we will be 
known as Magnify Church at each of our locations. Any changes to our campus 
designations “Ensley, Northview, Rockford” will be made after our annual business 
meeting.  

How is the word magnify used in Scripture? Below are scripture verses from several translations  
 
And Jehovah said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. Joshua 3:7 

And your name will be magnified forever, saying, ‘The Lord of hosts is God over Israel,’ and the 
house of your servant David will be established before you. 2 Samuel 7:26 

and your name will be established and magnified forever, saying, ‘The Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, is Israel’s God,’ and the house of your servant David will be established before you.  
1 Chronicles 17:24  
 
What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon 
him? Job 7:17 
 
If indeed you magnify yourselves against me and make my disgrace an argument against me, 
Job 19:5 
 
Remember that thou magnify his work, Whereof men have sung. Job 36:24 
 
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! Psalms 34:3 
 
Let them be put to shame and disappointed altogether who rejoice at my calamity! Let them be 
clothed with shame and dishonor who magnify themselves against me! Psalms 35:26 
 
For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot slippeth, they 
magnify themselves against me. Psalms 38:16 
 
For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that 
hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him:  
Psalms 55:12 
 
I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with thanksgiving. Psalms 69:30 
 
Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, or the saw magnify itself against him who wields 
it? As if a rod should wield him who lifts it, or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood!  
Isaiah 10:15 
 

The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.  
Isaiah 42:21 

Make him drunk, because he magnified himself against the Lord Jeremiah 48:26 

Moab shall be destroyed and be no longer a people, because he magnified himself against the 
Lord. Jeremiah 48:42 
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And you magnified yourselves against me with your mouth, and multiplied your words against 
me; I heard it. Ezekiel 35:13 
 
Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, 
and they shall know that I am the Lord. Ezekiel 38:23 
 
And through his policy he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and in their security shall he destroy many: he shall also stand up against the prince 
of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. Daniel 8:25 
 
And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, 
and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation 
is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. Daniel 11:36 
 
He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall 
not pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all. Daniel 11:37 
 
The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the 
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. Zechariah 12:7 
 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, Luke 1:46 
 
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Acts 10:46 

Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify 
my ministry Romans 11:13


