
 

Forward Together 
Proposed New Name FAQ

Magnify 
Church



DOCUMENT PURPOSE 

On May 19, 2019 in the morning service and at the annual business meeting Matt shared with 
our members that the pastoral staff was beginning a process of discovering a new name for our 
church. Over the past year, we have developed a list of Q&A related to this process. Based on 
additional feedback and questions we receive throughout this process, we will be periodically 
updating this list of Q&A.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

At the February 23 Town Hall meeting, Matt shared the following criteria to the New Name 
Team (see below for more information about this team): they are to discover a name that does 
not have a geographical (Blythefield) or denominational (Baptist) title.  
What was his reasoning for this?  

 The congregation asked at the town hall meeting on December 15, 2019 if there was any   
 market research conducted to understand the name of our church Blythefield Hills   
 Baptist Church. Research was done to learn more about “Blythefield” and “Baptist”.  
  
 When it comes to the word Blythefield we learned the following: First, we discovered   
 that Blythefield has brand equity in the Rockford area, with local pastors and local   
 churches. Second, we learned that it is a geographical word to some people in the   
 Rockford area. Third, we learned that it is not a geographical word to surrounding   
 communities, that it does not have any connection to our church and that it is just a   
 word. Fourth, we learned that those in our community who grew up in the area associate 
 the word with the “country club or cemetery.” Lastly, we learned that if our church were   
 to move into more challenged areas of our communities the word Blythefield would be a 
 barrier to some people.  

 When it comes to the word Baptist we learned the following: First, studies show that the 
 word Baptist is negative to 35-60% of the people who hear the word. That means that in   
 some areas Baptist is more positive than negative and vice versa. Second, we learned   
 that there are some advisors who recommend churches keep their denominational title   
 in the name of their church because the next generation values businesses and churches 
 being “upfront” about what they believe. There are other advisors who recommend   
 churches to no longer have their denominational name in their title because it does   
 cause 35-60% of the people who hear the word to have a negative story surrounding   
 the word. Third, we learned that taking the denominational title out of the name of a   
 church started in the 1980’s. This history is not just something that Baptist churches have 
 done but all denominations have been a part of this process. Fourth, Ken Floyd from the   
 MARBC, (see below for more information) shared that whole associations and    
 conventions are leaving the denominational title out of how they are known. He said that 
 they are trying to eliminate any barriers that might keep people from joining the church.   
 Lastly, we want it to be known that we are proud of our Baptist roots and the doctrine   
 by which we live. We will not change or deviate from our doctrine. 

 Based on these findings we learned that there were “pros and cons” to the words   
 Blythefield and Baptist and that these “pros and cons” did weigh themselves out evenly.   
 We also reviewed the almost five hundred names that have been submitted by our   
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 people to see how many suggested the use of the word Blythefield and Baptist. The   
 word Baptist was suggested in twenty-eight names, Blythefield was suggested in seven   
 names.  

 With all of this data before us, we needed to make a decision about the criteria we   
 needed to have as we seek a new name. Through prayer Matt felt lead to have the New   
 Name team move forward through the discovery process seeking a name that does not   
 have Blythefield or Baptist in the title. Matt and the pastors of our church are proud to   
 be pastors at Blythefield Hills Baptist Church. They also feel a conviction to seek a new   
 name that will serve us well as we continue to move into this next chapter of our ministry 
 development.  

Didn’t we vote on rebranding our church in 2012? What has changed in the last eight years that 
causes us to consider this again?  

Over the last eight years we have transitioned to a new Lead Pastor, we have two new 
campuses, and we have expanded our ministry outreach through our Reach, Race and 
Refugee initiatives. As a church, we have displayed high trust in each other as we have 
gone through these changes. There have been very high percentage approvals for all of 
the items that have come to the congregation to vote on before and after the 
rebranding vote of 2012. There is tremendous support from the congregation around 
each of our ministries and initiatives. As a church we have learned to accept change and 
be confident that our core beliefs will remain. 

What was the significance of the 2012 vote? 

 The vote in 2012 did matter. The vote in 2012 was to change the legal name of Blythefield 
 Hills Baptist Church to Blythefield Hills Church. The vote at the annual business meeting 
 on May 17, 2020 is for our church to be known by a new name in our communities. The   
 name we will vote on will be a DBA. (see below for more information about a DBA) This   
 vote will not be to change the legal name of our church (Blythefield Hills Baptist    
 Church).  

 The vote in 2012 did not meet the percentage that the board had set for it to pass. This   
 means that at that time, we as a congregation, did not believe that removing the word   
 Baptist from our name was a worthwhile endeavor.  
 
What has led the church leadership to proposing a name change? 

As you know we strive to be a church that is not risk adverse and since becoming one 
church with three campuses, the church leadership has been prayerfully considering the 
implications of being a multisite church. Our name Blythefield Hills Baptist Church, is a 
name that is based on a geographical location and a denominational reference. With 
new campuses in Northview and Ensley, the church leadership feels led to consider a 
new name that will represent the mission and culture of BHBC without being attached 
to a specific geographical location or include a denominational reference so that, as we 
have with recent ministry initiatives, the church can expand our outreach potential and 
effectiveness to the greatest extent possible. 
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What is the reputation of the name Blythefield Hills Baptist Church in the community?  

Over the past several decades BHBC has developed a strong positive reputation within 
the community. Our people have pursued helpful relationships and involvements in the 
lives of other people. We have a healthy appropriate relationship with local community 
leaders. We have a reputation for benevolence and compassion. We are known for 
having quality programs. We have cooperated closely with, even leading a movement 
with, other churches to have a healthy impact upon students in our local school districts.  

The name Blythefield Hills Baptist Church has a good reputation in our community. 
Under this name, God has used the people of His church to further His kingdom. The 
church leadership feels that a name change may allow us to even better project the 
ministry of the church in our various communities and other areas in which the church 
engages. 

 
Will we remain a GARBC church?  

We will remain in the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches. We have been in 
conversations with representatives of the Michigan Association of Regular Baptist 
Churches and have learned that the GARBC and MARBC support excluding the word 
“Baptist” from the name of churches. Below is a statement from the MARBC Executive 
Ministry Director: 

I want to share with you my summary perspective of the GARBC and MARBC as it 
pertains to the use of the title “Baptist” in the church’s publicly used name.  Our 
association embraces the doctrinal commitment that has identified the movement since 
its inception. The Blythefield Hills Baptist Church articles of faith clearly declare an 
allegiance to that doctrine and an alignment with both the national and state 
association's doctrinal distinctives. The church chose at its founding in 1952 to embrace 
the doctrinal statement of the Grand Rapids Association of Regular Baptist Churches. 
This statement is also the doctrinal foundation used to form the Michigan Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches and is parallel to that of the General Association of Regular 
Baptist Churches. The "Blythefield Hills Baptist Church Statement of Beliefs” affirmed in 
May 2017 is a wonderful articulation of the former doctrinal statement. The subsequent 
statements which address key social and cultural issues from a biblical perspective are 
both doctrinally accurate and spiritually sensitive. We commend the church for its clear 
declaration of its doctrinal convictions. 
  
We as an association appreciate and embrace our Baptist heritage. The proper noun 
“Baptist” identifies a clearly defined identity when used in its doctrinal and historical 
context.  It is still the desire of our association that our partnering churches identify 
themselves as committed to Baptist doctrine and polity as declared in our association 
articles of faith and official documents. Our greatest concern for churches in our 
association is that they clearly declare and reflect these values in their teaching and 
practice. Many contexts will allow a church to implement or continue the use of the word 
“Baptist” as a part of a church’s public title. Other situations may cause some local 
Baptist churches to choose a different way to publicly identify themselves to their 
community. Both the GARBC and MARBC recognize these cases and have developed a 
policy to help clarify and identify those sister churches who embrace our association 
doctrine and purposes while choosing to use a public title that excludes the use of the 
word “Baptist.” - MARBC Executive Ministry Director 
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If the word “Baptist” is no longer in our name, will we miss some people?  

We are comprised of people who have come to our church because we have “Baptist" in 
our name. Some people have come to our church in spite of having “Baptist” in our 
name. We know that we all choose to attend this church, serve in this church, invite 
others to this church, worship God in this church, etc, all with the word “Baptist” in our 
name.  
 
We know that “Baptist” does attract people to our church. We also know that the word 
“Baptist” keeps people from our church. We believe that by keeping the doctrine of the 
church in place, which we have had from the beginning, gives us the ability to change 
our name and still attract people who are looking for a “Baptist” church.  

Does a decision to drop “Baptist” from our name risk weakening the biblical foundation  
of our church?  

Absolutely not. We have remained steadfast in our commitment to our doctrine and 
Biblical foundation, no matter what the name of our church becomes. Our leadership 
and our congregation stand firmly on the Word of God, majoring on the majors and 
minoring on the minors. The majors are non-negotiable. We all must continue to study 
our deeply held doctrinal convictions. We remain committed to the non-negotiable and 
convictions written in our confession of faith. Practices, methods and modes of 
communication must change with the times to be able to bring the unchanging Word of 
God in an understandable and life changing way to an ever changing culture, but the 
Word of God remains unchanged and unchanging. 

 
What have we learned about the word Baptist? 

Below are links to articles that speak to the word Baptist, denominational names as a 
whole, and whether or not it is recommended to be known by a name that does not 
reference a denomination: 

Fifteen Top Responses to the Word Baptist 
thomrainer.com/2017/01/fifteen-top-responses-word-baptist/ 

120-Yr-Old Church Drops 'Baptist' From Name Due to 'Negative Stereotypes’ 
christianpost.com/news/120-yr-old-church-drops-baptist-from-name-negative-
stereotypes.html 

Americans Have Mixed Impressions of Southern Baptists’ Identity 
lifewayresearch.com/2011/12/07/americans-have-mixed-impressions-of-southern-baptists-
identity/ 

Leaving Baptist in Your Church Name Won't Scare People Away 
christianitytoday.com/news/2015/june/leaving-baptist-in-your-church-name-wont-scare-
people-away.html 

Should We Keep ‘Baptist’ in the Church Name? 
churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/302587-keep-baptist-church-name-brandon-
park.html 
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Examples of articles about churches dropping the word “Baptist" from their names 
adherents.com/largecom/baptist_namechange.html 

Some churches drop ‘Baptist’ from names to gain new members 
apnews.com/f0e844131d5c4b45ac61c86c92d44105/Some-churches-drop-%27Baptist%27-
from-names-to-gain-new-members 

Six Reasons Churches Change Their Names 
thomrainer.com/2014/12/six-reasons-churches-change-names/ 

Should Baptist Churches Remove the Word “Baptist” from their Church Title? 
sharperiron.org/forum/poll-should-baptist-churches-remove-word-baptist-from-their-
church-title 

Should Protestant churches include or exclude a reference to their denomination in the 
church name? 
greymatterresearch.com/church-names/ 

The 9 Worst Kinds Of Hilariously Trendy Church Names 
thefederalist.com/2017/12/13/9-worst-kinds-trendy-church-names/ 

What's In a Name? Church Names and Public Perception 
www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2013/april/whats-in-name-church-names-and-
public-perception.html 

Denominational Affiliation in Church Names 
nae.net/denominational-affiliation-in-church-names/ 

Name changes challenge churches on Baptist identity 
baptistnews.com/article/name-changes-challenge-churches-on-baptist-identity/
#.XkRM7i3MzOQ 

‘A Properly Constituted and Functioning Baptist Church’ - But What to call it? 
baptistbulletin.org/the-baptist-bulletin-magazine/a-properly-constituted-and-
functioning-baptist-church-but-what-to-call-it/ 

Call to Worship Starts with a New Church Name 
adherents.com/largecom/baptist_namechange.html 

 
What is the timeframe for this process?  

Beginning in June 2019 we have had three teams (Legal Due Diligence Team, DNA 
Team, New Name Team) of people meeting to begin the process. The focus of these 
teams has been on all of the elements involved in a name change. This includes but is 
not limited to understanding legalities involved, what is the difference between a doing 
business as (DBA) and a complete name change, what are the pros and cons to a name 
change, what could a new name be for BHBC, and how would we communicate this 
change to our communities. The members of teams are comprised of members, deacons 
and pastors.  
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The teams will report their findings to an Advisory Council once a month. This rhythm 
will continue throughout the church fiscal year of June 2019-May 2020. The Advisory 
Council is comprised of deacons and pastors.  

We will be holding three Town Hall meetings during this process. At these meetings 
members and attenders of our church are invited to learn about where the teams are at 
in the process, what has been discovered and what the next steps are in the process. 

May 19, 2019 During a Sunday morning at all of our campuses, Matt shared that we 
will begin the process of discovering a new name for our church.

July 12, 2019 Legal and Due Diligence Team meeting

July 14, 2019 First DNA Research Team meeting

July 21, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

August 18, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

August 18, 2019 Legal and Due Diligence meeting

September 15, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

September 22, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting and First Town Hall meeting

October 13, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

October 20, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

November 10, 2019 DNA Research Team meeting

December 15, 2019 Town Hall meeting

January 12, 2020 First New Name Team meeting

January 19, 2020 New Name Team meeting

January 22, 2020 Online survey and new name submissions are open for our 
congregation to participate in the process.

January 26, 2020 New Name Team meeting

February 2, 2020 New Name Team meeting

February 9, 2020 New Name Team meeting

February 16, 2020 New Name Team meeting

February 23, 2020 Town Hall meeting

March 1, 2020 New Name Team meeting

March 8, 2020 New Name Team meeting

March 15, 2020 New Name Team meeting

March 29, 2020 New Name Team meeting

April 5, 2020 New Name Team meeting

April 19, 2020 New Name Announcement

June 14, 2020 Annual Business meeting



 
What is a DBA?  

Under Michigan law, any for-profit or nonprofit entity, including a church, can obtain one 
or more “assumed names” by filing a document with the state of Michigan. An assumed 
name is what is commonly referred to as a “DBA” or “doing business as” name. An entity 
can use any assumed name in the place of any of the entity’s other legal or assumed 
names for any legal purpose. The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs’ website contains the corporate information, including any assumed names, for all 
for-profit and nonprofit entities in the state. So if any entity obtains an assumed name, 
any member of the public could see that name on the state’s website. 

There have been some concerns raised that adopting an assumed name rather than 
changing the legal name of the church is a deceptive practice. As mentioned above, any 
member of the public can see all of the legal and assumed names of any Michigan entity, 
including churches. So if the church adopted an assumed name, anyone would be able 
to see on the state’s website that the legal name of the church is Blythefield Hills Baptist 
Church and then, if any assumed name is adopted, the assumed name.  

Further, adopting an assumed name is a common occurrence for both for-profit and 
nonprofit entities. Some area examples in the for-profit context include: 

The Score Restaurant and Sports Bar, which is an assumed name of the legal entity, 
RCFC of Michigan, Inc. - https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/CorpWeb/UAA/
UAAAssumedNames.aspx?CID=WQ2PB9&PageType=VIEW 

Rio Grand Steakhouse and Saloon, which is an assumed name of the legal entity, 
Schelde Enterprises, Inc. - https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/CorpWeb/UAA/
UAAAssumedNames.aspx?CID=SX78Z4&PageType=VIEW 

Rockford Footwear Depot, which is an assumed name of the legal entity Stride Rite 
Children’s Group, LLC - https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/CorpWeb/UAA/
UAAAssumedNames.aspx?CID=RD0X17&PageType=VIEW 

And some examples from the nonprofit context include: 

Cornerstone University, which has three current assumed names: 91.3 WCSG, Grand 
Rapids Theological Seminary, and WCSG Radio - https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/CorpWeb/
UAA/UAAAssumedNames.aspx?CID=IB7W37&PageType=VIEW 

Samaritas, which has 10 current assumed names: Home Care Assistance, Luther Haven, 
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan, Samaritas House Heartline, Samaritas Senior 
Living Cadillac, Samaritas Senior Living Cottages, Samaritas Senior Living Lodge, 
Samaritas Senior Living Terraces, Samaritas Senior Living Woods, and Samaritas Senior 
Living Saginaw - https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/CorpWeb/UAA/UAAAssumedNames.aspx?
CID=IQ9TH2&PageType=VIEW 

One of the largest Baptist megachurches out of Texas, Highland Village First Baptist 
Church, operates under an assumed name of “The Village Church” and remains a 
member of its Baptist denomination. 
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There can be many reasons to adopt an assumed name, including saving the costs of 
operating multiple legal entities, avoiding the costs of changing the legal name of an 
entity on all governmental filings and contractual arrangements, and connecting one or 
more locations back to a historically significant legal name. In the case of BHBC, 
changing the legal name of the church would involve significant costs in updating all 
legal filings of the church. And keeping the legal name of Blythefield Hills Baptist 
Church would connect the church campuses to our historical legal name and Baptist 
affiliation. 

If we decide to be known by a new name, will our communities know that we were once known 
as Blythefield Hills Baptist Church?  

If we decide to be known by a new name there will be a process by which we transition 
from one name to the next. Our website will indicate this transition through “tag lines” in 
the headings of our website. Our doctrinal statement which includes the General 
Association of Regular Baptist Churches statement, will remain on our page so that it is 
clear what we believe. We are researching ideas for how to articulate our history in a 
way that could look similar to the link here has communicated: thevillagechurch.net/
about/history. In addition, as mentioned above, anyone could see on the state’s website 
that the legal name of the church remains “Blythefield Hills Baptist Church.” Further, our 
new members will learn about our history and legal church name through our 
membership class.  

How can we be authentic by going with a new name and keeping our legal name as Blythefield 
Hills Baptist Church?  
  
 Our intention is not to deceive people about what we believe. Our aim is to make whole   
 hearted followers of Jesus Christ who strive to love God and love others. We are a   
 gathering of imperfect people whose hope is in Jesus. We are a place that does not fit   
 the typical “Baptist culture” that is still prominent in our world today. We are a place that   
 will always have a Baptist doctrine that informs how we live out our mission of always   
 making disciples.  

If we go by a new name, will I be able to write a check to Blythefield Hills Baptist Church or 
would I need to write it to the new name?  

We will be able to write checks to either Blythefield Hills Baptist Church or any assumed 
name that we adopt. ` 

If we vote on a possible new name at a business meeting, what will the voting percentage need 
to be for the new name to pass?  

Our bylaws state: Unless otherwise specified in this Constitution, all business matters 
require a majority vote to pass. Exceptions include: 
1. A three-fourths majority is required to call a pastor. 
2. A two-thirds majority vote is required to accept a new member. 
3. A two-thirds majority is required to incur indebtedness. 
4. A two-thirds majority is required to amend this Constitution. 

Therefore, adopting an assumed name only requires a majority vote to pass.  
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On March 12, 2020 the board of BHBC voted and it was decided that a vote for an 
assumed name would only require a majority vote to pass. This means that the board 
approved that a DBA vote only requires a majority vote to pass.  

The bylaws do not require that we vote on an assumed name, so why has leadership chosen to 
make this something that we vote on?  

Even though the bylaws don’t require a vote, Matt has chosen to bring this to the 
membership for a vote because he wants us to go through this process together to 
discover a possible new way that we could be known in our communities. He knows that 
this process will stir each of us in unique ways and through that stirring we will forge a 
stronger connection to God and to each other. The church board agrees that a 
membership vote is appropriate in this case.  

 
What will be on the ballot?  

 As of 04.19.20, the ballot will have Magnify Church on it with the option to approve the   
 name by voting yes or disapprove the name by voting no. Every member will get an   
 opportunity to vote. If you would like an absentee ballot please contact our office.   

Would it be possible to have separate ballots for this? This could be one ballot voting yes or no 
to using a DBA, another ballot voting yes or no to keeping the word Baptist, another ballot 
voting yes or no to keeping the word Blythefield and then once all of these votes are in and if 
they have passed, decide on whether or not to pursue a new name?  

 This is one way that we could move through this process. As was mentioned above Matt   
 and the pastors of our church feel led to propose a new name that does not reference a   
 geography or denomination. As of 04.19.20, the vote that the leadership has proposed is  
 not required by our constitution as stated above and the purpose of the vote that has   
 been proposed is to give our members an opportunity to vote on the direction that the   
 leadership has proposed.  
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