
Blythefield Hills Baptist Church - Forward Together Discovery Project 
Town Hall Meeting December 15, 2019 
To: Staff and Members 
From: Deacon Board 

Timeline of Discovery Project Process 
On May 19, 2019 in the morning service and at the annual business meeting, Matt shared with our 
members that we would begin the process of discovering if a new name for our church was a next step 
we would like to pursue. 

What led the board to proposing a name change? 
We strive to be a church that is not risk adverse and since becoming one church with three campuses, 
the board has been prayerfully considering the implications of being a multisite church. Our name 
Blythefield Hills Baptist Church, is a name that is based on our geographical location. With new 
campuses in the Northview and Ensley communities, the board feels led to discover a new name that 
will represent the mission and culture of BHBC without being attached to a specific location. We feel 
led to bring this change, as we have with recent ministry initiatives, to expand our outreach potential 
and effectiveness to the greatest extent possible. 

On July 14, 2019 a team from our church met for the first time with the purpose of discovering and 
growing in our understanding of the culture and make up of our church. We wanted to learn what the 
pros and cons are of changing the name of our church. Team members: Leanne Blackmore, Sally Acker, 
Robyn Pelak, Kim Fedrigo, Andrew Bauer, Dan Leja, Ben Arendt and Leroy Shively, met eight times to 
discuss these ideas.  

On September 22, 2019 we held our first Town Hall meeting. At this meeting Matt shared that if we 
decided to pursue a change to our name that we would do this as a DBA (Doing Business As 
organization). This means that our legal name will not change from BHBC. Ken Floyd the Executive 
Director of the Michigan Association of Regular Baptist Churches came and shared his thoughts on 
what the implications could be for us by changing our name. He was very positive and encouraging in  
his remarks.  

Next Steps 
1. We will invite members from each of our campuses to begin an intensive process of discovering a 

new name for our church. This committee will report to a Legal Team and Advisory Council that are 
each meeting and investigating specific areas. The team will meet five times between January 9 and 
February 23, 2020.  

2. We will invite everyone from our church to submit their suggestions for a possible name via email. 
3. If you desire to be a voting member at the May 17 annual business meeting you need to attend one  

membership class. A class will be offered January 19, 10:50am at the Rockford Campus and February 
9, 10:50am at the Northview Campus. 

4. On February 23, 2020 we will have a Town Hall meeting from 6-7pm at the Rockford Campus to 
present the name the team is recommending.  

5. On April 19, 2020 we will hold a Town Hall meeting to discuss our progress.  
6. On May 17, 2020 we will hold our annual business meeting and vote on the new name.  

More Info 
The May 19 message and the September 22 Town Hall meeting are available to listen to on our app or 
on the web at bhbconline.org/media.


