
Advent means coming. Christmas is coming. We are busy preparing to make beautiful 
Christmas Memories to cherish. Our celebration of Advent goes much deeper. We 
celebrate the coming of Christ and we anticipate the second coming of Christ in 
consummation. We can be preparing for Holy Moments of worship and deep 
connection with God. 

We pray this Christmas — that you would experience the fullness of Christ; that you 
would know in your heart the outpouring of grace upon grace; that you would look 
into the face of Christ; that you would be amazed that Christ can be so real to you, 
and that you would surrender to His lordship in your life. 

The message of the Incarnation is a call to surrender. 

In a holy moment, Mary, a young virgin, was asked to carry and give birth to the holy 
baby. What a difficult assignment she was given. The world around her would assume 
that she had committed a terrible sin and should be stoned. But she surrendered        
to God. 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to           
Your word.” Luke 1:38 

In a holy moment, Joseph was asked to trust that the baby conceived in Mary was 
from the Holy Spirit. He was asked to lay aside his fear and take Mary as his wife. 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:20-21 When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he surrendered and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.  

In the most holy moment, Jesus surrendered His throne and the glory of Heaven to 
begin His mission by being reduced to a baby in a manger. 

“Christ Jesus, Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:6-8 

Today we light our second candle of Advent, the candle of surrender.  

In our holy moments with God, when we surrender to Him, He may ask us to do hard 
things. He will empower us to accomplish them.



In the circle of your household this week, encourage each other toward 

HOLY MOMENTS 
of Surrender 

Surrender is bowing our knee to the purpose of God and trusting Him to work His 
will through us. In your circle of family and friends, enter into conversation about 
what keeps us from surrender.  

- What keeps us from obedience and trust (stubbornness, selfishness, obstacles, 
idols, fears)?  

- Can you think of a time when you felt prompted by God to do something, but 
you struggled to surrender and obey? (acts of kindness, forgiving someone, 
taking on a challenging job, sharing the gospel)  

- Take time to pray for each other and the examples you shared. 

- Have each person in the circle write down or draw a picture of one thing that 
they will surrender to God this week. 

- Pray for God’s empowerment to do what He has prompted you to do in           
your surrender. 

- Reconvene at the end of the week and discuss what each did in surrender      
to God.  

- Sing a song of praise to God for His strength in our weakness.  

2 Corinthians 2:9 
But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Prayer 
Father, we are so thankful that Jesus surrendered so very much to provide a way 
for our salvation. We are grateful for the surrender and obedience of Mary and 
Joseph to be used in Your plan. Help us to discern what You want us to surrender 
to You. Help us to remember that obedience is always the mark of authentic 
surrender. Empower us to do the hard things that You challenge us to accomplish 
for the sake of the gospel. 
In Jesus name, Amen.


