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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
1. Read Matthew 12:1-14 a few times out loud together. Have each person in the group share one 

sentence about one thing they were struck by in this passage. Then pray together asking God to 
lead you and speak to you as you continue the questions below. 

2. Re-read 12:6-8. The temple and the sacrifices pointed to relationship with God and with each other 
through the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. The Pharisees lost sight of that. They were focused on 
using the temple as a source of power. Jesus is threatening their power. The Pharisees think they 
can wield judgment on the disciples and others. Jesus says, “No. Only I can give judgement and I 
prefer mercy.” In what situations are you prone to offer judgment instead of mercy? Why do you 
think you do that? When have you offered mercy to someone? Who has offered mercy to you and 
how was it life-changing? 

3. There is a tension between judgment and mercy. We are called to show mercy but not ignore truth 
when speaking the truth is called for. How are we to navigate through this tension when dealing 
with difficult people and situations? How is the experience of God’s mercy in our lives vital to 
being able to navigate this tension between judgement and mercy with others? 

4. Offering mercy requires a constant inner gaze. We must see the depths of our own sin by how we 
wield power and judgment over others. The Pharisees distracted themselves from an inner gaze 
by: empty practice, focusing on other’s issues, distant things and large abstract ideas/issues. In 
what ways is our current culture prone to distraction from an inner gaze of self-evaluation by 
doing the above? Which of the above are you prone to use to escape self-examination? 

5. Re-read 12:9-14. Jesus doesn’t send us out to be his judges. He sends us out to be his witnesses. 
How and when have you experienced God’s mercy in your life? How are those experiences vital 
to being a true witness of the heart of God?  

NEXT STEP 
Where is God calling you to show mercy? How do you block mercy from your life? 
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