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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

1. Read Romans 14:1-4 a few times as you prayerfully ponder what it is saying to you.  

2. Our idealism can mess up any church we attend. We come with certain expectations and when 
they are not met we want to “move on.” We are all looking for something to latch on to and 
complain. “I am so sick of…” In what ways are you guilty of this? What is the impact that has on 
others? On God’s heart who died for us? Why do you think we are so prone to force our 
preferences or convictions on others instead of learning to “being completely humble and 
gentle…bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:1-2)? 

3. PREFERENCES // Style of music, light bulbs used in the auditorium, how communion is served, 
etc… Scripture: Silent. Personal freedom: Complete. Dangers: Offend weaker brother or sister and 
unnecessary control of others. Name a few of your preferences. How might you be tempted to 
force these on others? What will help you enjoy your preferences while accepting and even 
loving others who hold very different viewpoints? 

4. BIBLICAL CONVICTION // Second coming of Christ–Pre/Mid/Post tribulation, divorce and 
remarriage… Scripture: Debatable. Personal Freedom: Free to hold one’s own interpretation. 
Tolerance: Pragmatic. Dangers: Unwarranted attempts to expand this category.  Name one or two 
of your convictions. How might you be tempted to expand these to non-negotiables? What 
could be the impact on others when you do that? How can you hold to your convictions and 
maintain unity with others who differ with you? 

5. NON-NEGOTIABLES // Absolutely clear–Inspiration of Scripture, deity and humanity of Christ, 
justification by faith, bodily resurrection of Christ, etc… How can “Majoring on the majors (non-
negotiables) and minoring on the minors (preferences and convictions)” be vital in developing a 
healthy and growing church body that honors God and one another? What step can you take to 
be that kind of person at BHBC or your local church?  

6. Read Galatians 5:6. Personally apply this verse to your preferences, convictions and non-
negotiables.
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